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The Parthenon frieze showing the peplos of Athena, dedicated on the occasion of the Panathenaic ival./5th cent. BCE (Classical Greece)/London, The British Museum/Photo©The British Museum, London, Dist. RMN-Grand Palais
JALTR LT s of the British um, Ref. 06-530263

LEARN MORE:

The arrhephoroi were selected on the basis of noble birth, so
only high status girls had the privilege of serving Athena
during the feasts of the Arrhephoria and the Panathenaia.

Pausanias wrote that the two girls - whose designation meant
“Bearers of Mysteries (Sacred Offerings)” - performed a
special rite during the Arrhephoria. Their main duty was to
descend from the Akropolis to a precinct of Aphrodite,
carrying secret objects on their heads given to them by the
priestess of Athena. Once at their destination, they left the
objects and received something else in return. Neither the
arrhephoroi nor the priestess knew what any of the objects
were, as they were always covered.

The arrhephoroi's other duty was to assist the temple's
priestess in the sacred act of weaving Athena's peplos
(garment). This ritual took place over 9 months, before the
garment was finally offered to Athena at the Panathenaia.

Employing young, inexperienced arrhephoroi guaranteed the
purity of the sacred robe. It also gave the girls the chance to
learn how to spin and weave, which were the two most
important tasks reauired of Greek women.
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