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A 
rchaeology from (istorical Aerial and Satellite Archives edited by 

(anson and mltean contains contributions of the editors and ͚͟ 

additional authors from the si, Australia, sSA, Belgium, )taly, Spain, 

(ungary and Russia. rhe editors' primary aim is 'to draw to wider attention 

the existence, scope and potential access to historical archival aerial and 

satellite photographs in order to encourage their use in a wider range of 

archaeological and landscape research.' ȋp. ͡Ȍ. )t is written to address a wide 

audience ranging from students to researchers working within diferent 

ields of Archaeology although it is especially useful for those working 

within the ield of jandscape Archaeology. 

rhe authors focus on historical photography taken at least ͜0–͝0 years 

ago for purposes other than archaeological survey, e.g., military or 

cartographic purposes. rhe editors started to work on the subject after the 

Advanced Research uorkshop on Aerial Archaeology in jeszno, noland, in 

lovember ͚͘͘͘. (ere, their attention was drawn to the fact that Second 

uorld uar aerial reconnaissance photography ofered a great potential for 

archaeology and that this potential was largely unexploited. rhe annual 

Aerial Archaeology Research eroup conference in aopenhagen held in 

September ͚͘͘͟, showed that the subject was still current and under-

examined, which stimulated the editors in compiling this book. 

 

SĚĒĒĆėĞ Ĕċ ĈĔēęĊēę 

rhe book consists of three parts divided into ͙͠ chapters: nart ): 

)ntroduction ȋchapter ͙Ȍ, nart )) mpening boors: Aerial and Satellite 

Archives ȋchapter ͚-͜Ȍ and nart ))): (istorical Aerial and Satellite 

nhotographs in Archaeological Research ȋchapter ͝-͙͠Ȍ. ͙͙͠ igures, most 

black and white, and four tables are included. rhe introduction ofers the 

context for the extensive examples of the use of aerial and satellite 

photographs in archaeology that feature in nart ))). )t discusses the range of 

archival sources that are available, their accessibility and the beneits of 

using them, e.g.: the visualisation of the landscape as it was before the 

destructive impact of late twentieth-century urbanisation, industrialisation 

and mechanisation of agriculture; time-change analysis of the condition of 

archaeological monuments; and the discovery of unknown archaeological 

uilliam S. (anson / )oana A. mltean ȋeds.Ȍ, ͚͙͛͘:  
Archaeology from historical aerial and satellite 
archives, lew York: Springer.  
 

)SBl ͟͡͠-͙-͙͜͜͞-͘͜͜͝-͛ and )SBl ͟͡͠-͙-͙͜͜͞-͘͜͝͝-͘ 
ȋeBookȌ. ͛͞͝ pp. €͙͘͝. 

p
 c t

 g c u
 



i
đĊĔ

Ę   ͙  |  ͚͙͘͝
 

͠͠ 

 

sites that are now destroyed. nart ) also draws attention to diferences 

between countries concerning availability of aerial imagery. c.g., closed-

skies policy in ereece, rurkey and Bulgaria impede the use of aerial 

photography for archaeology in these countries. 

nart )) focuses on the diferent archives that are available worldwide and 

discusses the access to the archives as well as the importance of best 

practice in using historic aerial photographs. kost important and extensive 

historical aerial imagery is derived from military sorties, e.g. Rda/RAd, 

juftwafe and sSAAd, taken during and shortly after both the dirst and 

Second uorld uars. kany of these photographs are housed in three major 

international archives: rhe lational aollection of Aerial nhotography in 

cdinburgh, also known as rhe Aerial Reconnaissance Archives ȋrARAȌ, the 

)mperial uar kuseum in jondon and the lational Archives and Records 

Administration ȋlARAȌ at various locations in the uashington b.a. area in 

the sSA. Another source of historical aerial imagery consists of declassiied 

sS amRmlA satellite photographs taken between ͙͘͡͞ and ͙͘͡͠ for 

military intelligence and mapping purposes. rhese images are available 

through the snited States eeological Survey ȋsSeSȌ. snfortunately, 

accessibility to some of the archives is problematic because inding aids 

often have not been catalogued. aontinuing eforts are made to improve 

this. 

nart ))) is the most extensive part and the core of the volume. )t contains 

fourteen case studies that illustrate the use of historical aerial and satellite 

archives for archaeological research. rhe papers range widely both 

geographically and chronologically: 'in order to demonstrate the 

widespread applicability of the methodological approach both to students 

and academic researchers' ȋp. ͡Ȍ. rheir geographical coverage extends 

across eastern and western curope, the kiddle cast and South America. 

rhe timeframe of the case studies ranges from prehistoric to uorld uar )) 

Archaeology. )n most case studies the focus lies on the use of aerial 

photography, derived from dirst uorld uar or Second uorld uar 

intelligence-gathering reconnaissance or from internally generated survey 

photography. rwo papers illustrate the value of declassiied aold uar 

satellite photography and two cases demonstrate the beneit of the 

integration of both aerial and satellite imagery. 

 

cěĆđĚĆęĎĔē 

nart )) is, in my opinion, the most valuable part of the book for students and 

researchers wanting to use historical aerial imagery. )t ofers practical 

information on the available archives and how to access them, including 

website sRj's. mf course, this is also a weakness, since it is information that 

can easily become out-dated. )n any case, the book gives an excellent 

overview of the state of afairs in ͚͙͙͘. Also, it ofers an update to 

previously released books on the subject e.g., )mages of aonlict: kilitary 

Aerial nhotography and Archaeology ȋ͚͘͘͟Ȍ by Birger Stichelbaut and 

others.͙  
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An essential read is the chapter on best practice in the use of historic 

aerial photographs. rhis chapter addresses the importance of scale of 

photographs; wrong ideas on the scale of the image lead to 

misidentiication of archaeological features. Also, the need for 

understanding the relationships between the nature of expected 

archaeological features ȋe.g. buried structures, earthworksȌ and the way in 

which they can register on aerial photography is stressed. durthermore, the 

beneits of using stereoscopic viewers are discussed. 

rhe case studies in nart ))) nicely illustrate the use of historical aerial and 

satellite photographs. mne can browse through the wide range of subjects 

and select a chapter that suits ones speciic interest or ield of study. kany 

case studies include methodology issues and ofer further information on 

the archives that are available in diferent countries. )f one reads all the case 

studies, the conclusions become a bit tedious, since the importance of 

historic aerial imagery for discovering unknown sites and assessment of the 

changing landscape is stressed again and again. rhe message would have 

been clear enough when just ive or six case studies had been presented. 

Although the case studies range widely chronologically and geographically, 

they are strongly tied together by the shared focus on the use of historic 

aerial and satellite imagery. Also, the introduction in nart ) places the case 

studies in a broader context. 

rhe igures included in the book are mostly examples of aerial images. 

snfortunately, many igures lack arrows pointing at features discussed in 

the text and igure captions. uhilst the features might be easily 

recognizable to those familiar with the subject, for less-experienced 

readers it is not always clear what one should see. 

mverall, the book is written in excellent style, one does not notice that 

many diferent contributors have worked on the volume. rhe book is 

generally well-structured: each chapter begins with an abstract and ends 

with a summarizing conclusion. But the order of the case studies seems to 

be more or less random; they are neither chronologically nor 

geographically ordered. 

 

gē ĈĔēĈđĚĘĎĔē  

rhe book is highly recommended to those with an interest in using historic 

aerial imagery for archaeology or other purposes, since it ofers practical 

information on the availability and access to the photographs and 

addresses issues of methodology. rhe editors succeed in convincing the 

reader of the added value of historic aerial and satellite images for 

archaeological research. 

 

kĆėĎďĐĊ BĊĐĐĊĒĆ 

lĔęĊĘ 

͙ B. Stichelbaut / h. Bourgeois / l. Saunders / n. ahielens ȋeds.Ȍ, ͚͘͘͟: 

)mages of conlict. Military aerial photography and archaeology, 

lewcastle upon ryne. 
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